[image: image1.png]i

|||||

}j } I!!I.ﬁg’
P L 3

||
N
“




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




                          Rep. Ken Summers
June 8, 2010
























 303-866-2927



















        Contact: Randy Hildreth






























 303-866-5679


























       Contact: Tania Vijarro




























303-866-2988

COLORADO


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES


STATE CAPITOL


DENVER


80203

Summers Helps Struggling Coloradoans Get Back On Their Feet

State Rep. Ken Summers, R-Lakewood, has earned the governor’s support for his measure that will allow qualifying individuals to obtain important identification documents free of charge.

Signed by the governor on June 5, Summers’ Senate Bill 006, qualifying individuals will be able to obtain a birth certificate or state identification card for free in order to more readily access public assistance and gain meaningful employment.

“Many public programs require a birth certificate or other form of identification,” Summers said. “Without those documents, people can get trapped in a cycle that is not easy to break out of.”

Proper identification is often-required in order to receive public benefits, obtain affordable housing, gain employment, register for school, and access health care. Summers says that by lowering the barriers to acquiring identification, more individuals will be able to access these services.

“This measure is aimed at helping struggling individuals get back on their feet again, “Summers said. “Let’s help people in need get access to the resources available in order to get them taken care of and on the road to being self-sufficient.”

The law will allow individuals to receive identification at no cost if they are referred and released by a county department of social services, Department of Corrections, Division of Youth Corrections, or county jail within six months of their release.

Summers says it’s important to provide these documents for adult and juvenile offenders who cannot otherwise afford them in order to aid their reentrance into society and help prevent individuals from reoffending in the future.
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